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On the path to greatness
 
Perhaps it’s too much to hope that all of us will become great. Perhaps it’s not to be 
expected that each person can grow and progress to the point that he or she might 
become the best they can be. Maybe it’s too much to expect people to make the 
most of the talents they have, the opportunities they find, the relationships they form.
 
Perhaps it’s too much to hope that we seek greatness, and find it.
 
But maybe it’s not too much to hope.
 
Each of us has the the ability to become great -- and if each achieves greatness, it 
takes nothing from those around us. Each of us can -- to borrow a phrase from the 
Army -- be all that we can become. Each of us can grow and endure and learn and 
progress. Each of us can be better than we’ve ever been in the past.
 
Each of us can become great. What’s more, each of us should become great.
 
Why? Because each of us needs to be great. Deep within us, we all have an innate 
need to be better, faster, smarter. Each of us has within him or herself, a need to be 
great.
 
So why not address that need?
 
Greatness is a matter of continuous progression. Each day, we become better, each 
minute, we try not to slide back. Each of us commits to be better, stronger, happier. 
Each of us makes a conscious choice to become great.
 
Each of us has a path that will take us to greatness, but it’s left up to each of us to 
choose the path he or she will take. Each of us can start on that path, but few of us 
will actually do so. Each of us knows (or can know) the path that is right for us, but 
only a select number of us will choose to take that path.
 
Greatness, then, is a matter of choosing the right path, taking that path, and 
constantly progressing until we become great.
 



And here’s the real trick to this quest. Greatness is rarely a matter of a big leap -- 
it’s mostly a set of little steps, each one a bit better than the one before. Each step 
brings us closer or farther away from greatness. Each motion helps us or hinders us. 
Each choice makes us better or makes us worse.
 
The pursuit of greatness is usually an endurance race, not a 100 yard dash, but the 
endurance race is usually run at a pace that we can handle it.
 
Most of the time, people dismiss the quest for greatness as something that they 
cannot undertake. They dismiss the quest because they feel that in order to achieve 
greatness, one must already be great. But greatness is something that can be 
attained by any person. Some will find the quest easier, some will find it more 
difficult -- but each can achieve greatness in their own way, at their own pace, in 
their own time. Some will find it faster, some will be slower -- but all can achieve.
 
Choose the quest; establish and follow your path to greatness.
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