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Planning for success

It's funny how many old sayings there are. Most of them seem to be attributed to our old
pal "Anonymous," his sister, "Unknown Author," and Mark Twain, Lincoln, or Confucius.

| have no idea who originally thought these two following proverbs up, perhaps it was
Mark Twain or Lincoln. Anyway, this week is based on two old adages, posted in
corporate surroundings and locker rooms alike:

1: "If you don't plan, you plan to fail."
2: "Plan your work, then work your plan."

Yes, we're talking about planning for success this week -- and although some people
just luck out and find success accidentally, for most of us it takes a great deal of
planning and work. Like any other journey, the journey to success requires a destination
and a route to get there.

So why is it that so few people actually take these steps, planning and then working
their plan? Why is it so many people plan to fail?

It probably boils down to a couple of things. First off, many people don't seem to think
ahead. You can see this on any busy street. People drive down the road, then suddenly
dart across three lanes to make an immediate turn. Others seem surprised by a bus that
mysteriously turns up in their lane. Still others seem to miss that red traffic light, until it's
so late they have to stomp on their brakes and hope the guy in front of them has a good
bumper.

Just by watching human interaction, it's easy to see that most people don't plan. We run
out of money rapidly, we don't adjust to the changing world around us, we don't
continue to learn, and we usually find retirement's requirements a surprise that turns up
after we turn 50.

So if we want to succeed, we have to get in the habit of planning.



An easy way to begin this is by planning out your day, your week, your month, and your
year. Sure things are going to turn up that are going to throw a monkey wrench into your
plans, but you work around them, adjust your plan if necessary, and continue working it.
Start by planning your day and your week. | have an old friend who plans his week
every Sunday night. He's remarkably organized -- much more than | ever have been. He
then segments down the week into days and then from there to a task list for each day.
It works well for him.

Once you've gotten good with the small things, then extend your plan. Develop a
learning schedule, a reading schedule, a vacation schedule. Work out what you need to
accomplish, and then try your best to accomplish them.

Remember, you are built to succeed, and by planning and working that plan, you can
succeed -- and it'll surprise you how much easier it is.

Copyright, 2011, by Daryl R. Gibson. All rights reserved. Permission is hereby granted
for the non-commercial redistribution of this document as long as it remains intact with
this copyright and all other lines. This license does not extend to the use of this material
in a compilation, whether for profit or non-profit use. Join us at
http://www.weeklywisdom.com.




